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UNCLAS STATE 194464 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD; TEL AVIV FOR PAO, DELIVER BY 9 A.M. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - AUGUST 1, 1978 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR AUGUST 1. FYI 
ONLY, SPOKESMAN TODAY WAS HODDING CARTER. 

QUESTION: HAVE YOU HAD ANY REACTION FROM THE EGYPTIAN 
GOVERNMENT ABOUT YOUR EXPRESSIONS OF DISAPPOINTMENT? 
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ANSWER: I HAVEN'T. I SAW SOME PUBLIC COMMENTS BY THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER— THAT'S ALL THAT I KNOW ABOUT. 

QUESTION: YESTERDAY YOU SUPPORTED THE DECISION OF THE 
LEBANESE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT BY SENDING THE 500-MAN UNIT TO 
THE SOUTH. 

ANSWER: YES. 

QUESTION: YESTERDAY AND TODAY. THIS UNIT HAS BEEN SHELLED 
BY ISRAELI-BACKED FORCES IN THE SOUTH. HAVE YOU GOT ANY 
COMMENT ON THIS-OR ARE YOU TRYING TO DO ANYTHING TO ALLOW 
THE EXECUTION OF YOUR SUPPORT? 

ANSWER: LET ME REPEAT MYSELF: I AM NOT GOING TO HAVE ANY 
COMMENT. OUR REPORTS TEND TO BE BOTH FRAGMENTARY AND NOT 
MUCH BETTER THAN WHAT YOU SEE IN THE PAPER, OR HEAR ON THE 
RADIO, OR WHAT HAVE YOU. IT'S A VERY FLUID AND COMPLICAT- 
ED SITUATION AND I DON'T THINK I CAN HELP IT BY COMMENTING 
AT THIS POINT. 

BUT I WANT TO REPEAT THAT POINT OF YESTERDAY: WE DO SUP- 
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PORT THIS MOVE BY THE LEBANESE ARMY AS DOES THE UNITED 
NATIONS. 

I WOULD NOTE, AS YOU HAVE SEEN ON THE WIRES, THAT TODAY IS 
ARMY DAY IN LEBANON, AND PRESIDENT SARKIS HAS CALLED FOR 
SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL ARMY HIS GOVERNMENT IS BUILDING. 
WE THINK THAT THAT NEW NATIONAL ARMY IS ESSENTIAL FOR 
LEBANON'S FUTURE. 

NOW I REALLY DON'T THINK THAT I CAN OFFER MUCH COMMENT ON 
THE SITUATION TAKING PLACE AS THEY DEPLOY THE TROOPS 
SOUTHWARD: BUT WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE GOVERNMENTS 
IN THE AREA-INCLUDING THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT-AND HAVE 
MADE OUR POSITION KNOWN ON THIS DEPLOYMENT. 
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AGAIN TO REPEAT WHAT I SAID YESTERDAY: WE BELIEVE IT IS 
IMPERATIVE THAT EVERYONE WITH INFLUENCE ON THE SOUTH 
LEBANON SITU ALTON, SHOULD HELP FACILITATE REESTABLISHMENT 
OF LEBANESE GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY IN THAT REGION. 

QUESTION: DO YOU BELIEVE IF THE SYRIAN PEACEKEEPING FORCE 
WERE TO WITHDRAW THAT IT MIGHT HELP ESTABLISH THE AUTHO- 
RITY OF THE NATIONAL ARMY OF LEBANON? 

ANSWER: I DON'T REALLY HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THAT AS WE 
HAVE BEEN THROUGH THIS ROUND BEFORE, AS TO WHY THEY ARE 
THERE. END. 

2. THE FOLLOWING ANSWER TO QUESTION TAKEN AT NOON BRIEF- 
ING JULY 31 WAS POSTED IN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

AUGUST 1: 

QUESTION: DID EITHER THE PRESIDENT OR SECRETARY OF STATE 
SEND A LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER BEGIN ABOUT THE SITUATION 
IN LEBANON, ASKING RESTRAINT ON THE PART OF THE ISRAELIS? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE HAD ONGOING EXCHANGES WITH A NUMBER OF 
GOVERNMENTS IN THE AREA CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN 
LEBANON. WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO GET INTO THE SUBSTANCE OF 
THESE EXCHANGES OR PROVIDE A LISTING OF WHEN WE DEALT WITH 
WHOM ON THIS SUBJECT. END. VANCE 
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